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Karukurichi N. Shashikiran and 'Chitravina' P. Ganesh 

VOCAL DUO 

by 

with the senior percussionist Mannargudi Shri. A. Eswaran on mridangam 

and Shri. V.V. Ravi on the Violin 
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Special rendering of the gottuvadhyam (also known as gottuvadyam, chitravina, chitra vina, or 

mahanataka vina) is a Carnatic music string instrument played mainly in 

South India. It is usually used as a solo instrument in Carnatic music. The 

gottuvadhyam resembles the Saraswati veena in its general form. It is a 

complicated ancient instrument with twenty-one strings. Unlike the 

traditional veena or sitar, it is fretless. The fretless nature of the 

instrument makes it the closest instrument to vocal standards. There are 

six main strings used for melody that pass over the top of the instrument, 

three drone strings, and about twelve sympathetic strings running parallel 

and below the main strings. The approach to tuning is in some ways 

similar to the sitar; in other ways it is similar to the Saraswati veena, but in many ways it is unique. It is played 

with a slide in a manner somewhat like a lap steel guitar. The fingers on the right hand are usually used with 

plectra to pluck the metal melody strings while a cylindrical block made out of hardwood (often ebony), water 

buffalo horn, glass, steel, or teflon held by the left hand is used to slide along the strings to vary the pitch. 

Appropriately, the name gottuvadhyam literally means "block instrument." 

 

Saturday, April 24
th

 2010 at 7.00pm. 
De Seve Cinema, Concordia University 

1400 De Maisonnueve Blvd. West 

Montreal QC H3G 1M8 
[METRO: Guy-Concordia or BUS: 15, 57, 66, 165, 166] 

 

Suggested Donation: $20:00 per person (Student: $10:00) Free for Season Pass Holders 
For additional information, call: (514) 633-9193 * (514) 624-0253 * (450) 466-5888 
Please buy your BSS Season Pass for 2010… Fee structure: Couple: $200; each dependent child: $25; 

Individual: $125. For details, please visit: www.bssmontreal.org 

For more info: check  ……. http://www.carnaticabrothers.com/index.php 

http://www.carnaticabrothers.com/index.php

